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the THING

A democratic form of seating

A thing or ting (Old Norse, Old English and Icelandic: þing; 
other modern Scandinavian languages: ting) is the name of the  
oldest forms of democracy in the world. I also like the word and 
think it’s a good name for a piece of public art.

My idea is not so much a bench but a number of seats joined 
together in a circle. The seats are oiled hardwood stumps 
shaped and sanded into stools. The stools are on heavy duty 
castor wheels, so they can move around. The movement is not 
completely free, but is controlled in two ways.

Firstly, the stools are attached to a circular metal track installed 
flush to the ground level. This means that the stools can only 
move around the circular track.

Secondly, a neoprene brake on the attachment stops the stools 
from moving too fast and hurting anybody by bumping them, 
trapping fingers and so on.

I have chosen seven stools as the minimum number of partici-
pants required to have a good argument, but you could have 
more seats depending on how much money you have to 
spend. 

People can sit facing towards the centre of the circle, facing 
away from the centre, facing another stool, and/or with their 
back to another stool, indicating who they would like to talk to. 

People can move their stool towards their neighbour on the 
right. However in doing this they will move away from their 
neighbour on the left, who may choose to follow them, or be 
upset and move away.

Some people may try to stay in the centre, but end up on the 
left or right because other people have moved around (that’s 
politics, I suppose).

Anyway, a large number of different arrangements of group-
ings and positions are possible, even with just seven seats, 
which just goes to show how complicated democracy can be.

Several possible patterns of seating are shown opposite, i.e. 
solidarity, left, right, moderate, radical, diverse, 
majority/minority and so on.

I don’t know how much this will cost, but it shouldn’t be far off 
your budget. So, if you like the idea, let’s talk. PS - if you want to 
know more about me visit www.landlab.org.

John Kennedy, January 2009
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